Nursing research: science, visions and telling stories.
Some aspects of qualitative and quantitative approaches to nursing research are described, with particular emphasis on the critical assessment of the qualitative approach. While common objections to quantitative (statistical) studies are mentioned, the main thrust is against the lack of generalizability of much contemporary qualitative work. Concepts of validity and reliability are additionally scrutinized in the context of their use by ethnographers. Grounded theory is a primary focus since it harbours most of the departures--and terminology--of the non-quantitative schools. It is surmised that much of what passes as qualitative research is really a creative activity akin to the writing of the poem or novel.